
Management of patient exposed to potentially 
infected body fluid (Blood) 

Blood borne Viruses 
 

Was the exposure significant? 
Not significant 
No Action required 
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Test at 3 month, 6 month for 
HIVand HCV antibody, HBsAg 

Is the source known? 

If re-exposure possible 
Vaccinate for HBV 
Save baseline sample  

Negative for the three viruses 
Reassure the patient 

If Positive for HBV 
Test for HBeAg 

Source HBeAg Positive 
Give vaccination  
& hepatitis B specific 
Immunoglobulin 

Source HBeAg negative 
Give vaccination 

Source HCV antibody positive 
Test for HCV RNA PCR 

Source  HCV RNA PCR negative 
Transmission unlikely 
Reassure the patient 

Source is HIV antibody positive 
Give post-exposure  
Antiretroviral drugs 

Test at 3 and 6 months for  
HIV antibody or 
Test for HIV proviral DNA PCR 
6 and 12 weeks of exposure 

Source HCV RNA PCR positive 
Test the recipient for HCV antibody 
&/or HCV RNA at 3 and 6 months 

Test the source for 
HIV and HCV antibody, 
HBsAg 


